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Abstract

This study examines recent developments in autonomous smart

weapons, which represent one of the most prominent forms of artificial
intelligence in contemporary warfare. It focuses on analyzing the legal and
ethical challenges posed by these weapons, which can carry out military
operations independently without direct human intervention.
The study highlights concern about the potential non—compliance of these
weapons with the principles of international humanitarian law. It also
underscores the role of international law in regulating and restricting their
use, emphasizing the need for a clear legal framework to ensure
adherence to the rules of armed conflict and protection of human rights.

The importance of this research lies in evaluating how these
weapons align with the fundamental principles of international humanitarian
law, assessing the challenges of applying existing laws to autonomous
smart weapons, and determining the legal responsibility associated with
their use.

Additionally, the study aims to provide recommendations to
strengthen the legal and regulatory framework to ensure the responsible
use of this modern technology in armed conflicts, while preserving ethical
values and humanitarian principles.

Keywords: International Humanitarian Law, Autonomous Weapons

Systems, Legal and Ethical Challenges, International Responsibility.
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(DInternational Court of Justice, Case concerning military and paramilitary
activities in and against Nicaragua, 1986, para.232.

@ UN. General Assembly: Note by the Secretary-General, Fifty—ninth session,
A/59/565, 2 December 2004, P. 73;

available at:https://2u.pw/fvspLjcm

®) Pino, B. 2020. International responsibility of states and artificial intelligence,
Op. cit., p. 13.

@ Pino, B. 2020. Ibid., p. 13.

®) Pino, B. 2020. lbid.,p. 13.

©)International Court of Justice, Case concerning military and paramilitary

activities in and against Nicaragua, 1986, para.200.
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Autonomous weapon systems under international law. Op. cit., p.345.
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() seixas—Nunes, A. 2022. The Legality and Accountability of Autonomous

Weapon Systems, Op. cit., p.141.

@ ICRC, ICRC Commentary on the 'Guiding Principles’ of the CCW GGE on

"Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems', Op. cit.,p. 1.
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ICJ, Advisory Opinion on the Legality of the Threat and Use of Nuclear Weapons,
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() International Court of Justice, Legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons,

Advisory Opinion of 8 July 1996, p. 78.

@ Thomas, B. 2015. Autonomous weapon systems, Op. cit., p. 262.
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International Court of Justice, Legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons,

p. 78.

@ Protocol | (Additional Protocol I) to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August

1949, Relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts,

1977, art. 48. Available at: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/362b83/pdf/
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WProtocol I (Additional Protocol I) to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,
Relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, 1977, art.
57.
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