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The lawgiver king
in pharaonic Egypt
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Abstract:

Pharaonic Egypt did not know parliamentary councils that had the
authority to legislate in modern legal systems, as the king was the one who
had sovereignty and rule, and he was the legislator, judge, and
implementer of what he decided. Therefore, it can be said that he gathered
all powers in his hands, and this idea is based on a religious consideration,
which is that the king is a god or the son of a God who walks on earth.

Pharaonic Egypt was replete with many law—making kings who issued
not only laws but also legal codes. Among the most important of these
codes was the code of King Horemheb and the code of King Pacochorios,
which were full of many laws of public benefit and against corruption and
injustice, which confirm Pharaonic Egypt’s knowledge of legal legislation in
its technical sense issued by The king as the legislator, i.e. the one with
legislative jurisdiction limited to him alone.
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